
 

 

 

The Dispatch and Book Reviews of the Company of Military Historians 

 

Fall 2010 

 

In this issue of the occasionally produced CMH “Dispatch” we have a few notes and mainly 

the excellent book reviews contributed by our members.  

 

Good Reading! 

 

René Chartrand 

Interim Editor 

 

(Should a member like to become the Dispatch editor, he or she is most welcome. At this 

point, I merely keep it going for the book reviews, but it could be much better under “new 

management”. Please contact me if interested; sooner than later since I will be overseas and 

probably unreachable most of the fall. RC.)  

 

 

Canadian Heraldry 

 

Downloadable posters of historic flags used in Canada. These include some French, British 

and Canadian regimental colors. At the website of the Department of Canadian Heritage : 

 

http://www.pch.gc.ca/pgm/ceem-cced/post_flgs-eng.cfm 

 

.As most non-Canadian members should know, Canada is a monarchy and a parliamentary 

democracy rather than a republic. The sovereign is Queen Elizabeth II, but the actual official 

head of state in Canada is the Governor General, currently Her Excellency the Right 

Honorable Michaëlle Jean. This involves a good deal of pageantry that might be useful to 

some members. For those that wish to discover more on the royal aspect of the Government of 

Canada, the Office of the Governor General has a very attractive site at : 

 

http://www.gg.ca/index.aspx 

 

This leads to the extensive Heraldic Authority of Canada website. Since 1988, the College of 

Arms of the United Kingdom devolved its authority regarding Canadian official heraldry to 

the Governor General. Its heralds design coats of arms, as heralds have since the Middle 

Ages, provide badge and flag designs to the Canadian forces and government agencies, and 

also enforce the Trade-mark Act, a rather modern commercial twist to the ancient art of 

heraldry. Website at: 

 

http://www.gg.ca/document.aspx?id=2 

 

 

 

Year end ceremony in at Royal Military College Saint-Jean, May 2009. 

 

http://www.pch.gc.ca/pgm/ceem-cced/post_flgs-eng.cfm
http://www.gg.ca/index.aspx
http://www.gg.ca/document.aspx?id=2


The Royal Military College at Saint-Jean (south of Montréal) was closed in the mid-1990s in 

a period of budget restraint, leaving only the Royal Military College at Kingston (Ontario). In 

recent years, the Canadian Forces have been increasingly deployed in various missions 

worldwide, which has led to an increased need for officer trainning.  This convocation was the 

first since the official reopening of Royal Military College Saint-Jean last year. Close to 100 

officer cadets have received their diploma of collegiate studies or their study certificate. 

 

As can be seen by the photos, the Chilean military cadets (see Military Collector & Historian, 

Summer 2009) are not the only ones wearing spiked helmets. Indeed, the scarlet dress 

uniform of the “gentlemen cadets” has been almost the same since the Royal Military College 

first oppened at Kingston in 1876. They initially had a shako, which was replaced by the 

white helmet during the 1880s. The gentlemen cadet’s dark blue undress with the “pill box” 

cap also date from Victorian times. For more pictures and articles, please go to:  

 

http://www.rmcclub.ca/everitaswp 

 

Many more useful links are currently posted on our Forum on the CHM Web site: 

 

http://www.military-historians.org/cmh/member/member.cgi 

 

 

The Book Reviews: 

 

 

Small Arms of the British Forces in America; 1664-1815 by De Witt Bailey, Ph.D. Mowbray 

Publishing, 54 East School St., Woonsocket, R.I. 02895. Hard cover; 376 pp. 2009. $59.95. 

ISBN-1-931464-40-5; www.manatarmbooks.com 

The author, an Englishman, years ago (1986) produced a definitive catalog-history of British 

military flintlock long arms, and since has continued his fine forty-year scholarly work. The 

present book is an outstanding extension of that knowledge base, through a monumental study 

of how the Royal Army came to be armed and maintained in arms, both systematically, and as 

prepared for and supplied for duty in the North American Colonies.  

Dr. Bailey has discovered all that could be wrought of the subject from official sources in 

Britain. Over the years he has stoutly come to America to search out the remaining evidence 

from museums now containing the precious arms needed so badly by the Continental Army, 

and so welcome upon their capture. Most American firearms historians and enthusiasts surely 

will welcome the fountain of discoveries that grace this book: the outstanding political and 

economic controls that governed how British Regiments were raised and equipped; how they 

were supplied with weaponry; how the weapons generally were manufactured for the special 

needs of unit and of its sponsors; and how the military system of its day influenced what now 

may be seen in our museums. Clearly, such a fascinating “picture” of British forces in 

America could not have been produced by another author, lacking Bailey’s dogged forty-year 

determination to seek the whole story. And, the whole story could not have been detected and 

told, without the immense efforts that Bailey laid against his devoted mission, on both sides 

of the Atlantic. 

The reader is introduced to the total subject through a fourteen-chapter string of developments 

tied to the particular types long arms, ending with a chapter on pistols. One of the chapters 

deals with arms brought into service by Britain’s mercenary forces. Each chapter is illustrated 

by actual photo images of pieces held to represent major themes of design development, 

showing that improvements in weaponry were introduced without much difficulty, the arms 

http://www.rmcclub.ca/everitaswp
http://www.military-historians.org/cmh/member/member.cgi


being produced in batches, by a bewildering array of private-sector gunsmiths. These photo 

images are served the reader both in weapon-length and as detailed views of features 

diagnostic to each particular model of weapon. During the first fourteen chapters, the 

institutional character of British arms supplies is fused into a running dialog of how the Army 

was organized and managed. 

The final six of the twenty chapters round out the ways in which the soldier serviced his 

weapon, how his ammunition was procured and issued, including its manufacture by the using 

soldiers themselves, and of the accouterments that made the soldier a viable front-line threat 

to Britain’s overseas enemies. Eighteen separate appendices provide topical information about 

the Army in general and of its regiments as deployed to North America, as well as useful lists 

of weapon types issued, lost, and replaced in the North American campaigns. Of course, we 

know that it is indeed a pity that the world’s armies went without serially-numbered weapons 

identification until about the late 1860s. Nonetheless, the individual museum curator or 

weapon’s collector can gain much comfort from Bailey’s encyclopedic coverage, in working 

or confirming the near-provenance of weapons thought to have seen actual combat in North 

America. 

With this book Bailey will assume the position of the quoted master of these arms. And he yet 

has two more related titles in presentation; one a comprehensive overall summary of British 

Army weaponry (1685-1850) and one for the weapons procured by the Irish Board of 

Ordnance. For now, however, and forever, the near-final word is at hand for British combat 

forces in North American history. “Bailey” on North America is a “must acquire” for 

historians, curators, and for each owner of even but one surviving weapon of this association. 

 

Allen W. Hatheway, Ph.D., P.E., P. Geol., COL, Corps of Engineers, AUS (Ret) 

 

 

Alan Axelrod, Little-Known Wars of Great and Lasting Impact. Beverly,, MA: Fair Winds 

Press, 2009. 288 p., illustrations, ports, index. ISBN: 978-1-59233-375-2, $19.99. 

Axelrod’s text is based upon an interesting premise, that small conflicts can have a large and 

lasting impact and occasionally that impact can reach well beyond the belligerents. For 

instance in the opening essay, the impact of Boudicca’s Revolt against Rome according to 

Axelrod still influences today how governments treat conquered peoples. In general each of 

the 18 wars or sets of conflicts is treated in about a dozen or so pages. By design, the 

treatment isn’t always uniform; the 1912-1913 Balkan War receives as much space as The 

Beaver Wars which raged for nearly fifty years, 1638-1684.  

Boxed text sections illuminate a number of concepts or specific incidents, including the 

Russian Knout, the origination of scalping and the air raid on Kabul by the British in 1919. 

The boxed text entries are tightly written and well done.  

Overall, the book is well executed and easy to read. The text flows well and provides a basic 

overview of each of the wars. One may wish for more detail in some of the treatments.  

Illustrations and maps liberally grace the pages of the text and add to the overall 

understanding of the text. The text is free of footnotes. There is a complete index.  

This would be a good choice for someone wanting a basic overview of the conflicts treated 

and not the choice for someone looking for a complete treatment of the conflicts discussed. 

 

Steve Baule 

 

 



Annals and Histories. Cornelius Tacitus. Alfred John Church and William Jackson Brodribb, 

trans. Alfred A. Knopf, NY, 2009. Hardcover; 850 pages, bibliog., maps, notes, index. 

$32.00. ISBN: 978-0-307-26750-4. 

This Everyman’s Library edition contains four of Tacitus’s works. Included are Annals, 

Histories, Agricola, and Germania. Tacitus is possibly the greatest Roman historiographer 

and every major work on the period of the early Empire refers to him. His writing is valuable 

because he chronicles an age when political correctness involved unseemly flattery to the 

rulers of Rome and Tacitus will have none of it. In the Annals he chronicles the period 

between the death of Augustus to the demise of Nero, an age of debauchery, political murder, 

and desperate suicides. Regrettably, much of the reign of Claudius and all of Caligula’s has 

been lost, but the sense of the work does not suffer. The chaos that ensued within and on the 

borders of the Empire prior to the establishment of the Flavian dynasty is described in the 

Histories. Tacitus praises the life of his father in law, Cnaeus Julius Agricola, the man who 

consolidated Roman rule in Britain and indirectly slaps down the less civic minded toadies 

who fawned on the successors of Augustus for their own profit and to the detriment of the 

state. Finally, in Germania, he exercises an already established ancient literary form, the 

ethnography, in describing the peoples of Germany in and out of the Empire.  

Readers not familiar with ancient history can use the genealogical and chronological tables to 

sort out the appearance of the assorted relatives and successors of Augustus in the Annals 

(there are a number of people named Drusus, Nero, Caius, and Julia) and the maps help with 

ancient geography. For those who are interested, the website www.ancient.about.com presents 

a gazette of ancient and modern names. Similarly, the website www.forumancientcoins.com 

reproduces splendid maps of Roman Europe that are useful when reading Tacitus. 

Cornelius Tacitus (c. AD 58-c.116) was a Roman provincial from what is now Provence who 

became a military tribune, senator, praetor and priest. He corresponded with Pliny and his rise 

to prominence is probably evidence of his learning. 

The introduction (by a reader in Ancient History at Oxford) makes some nonsensical parallels 

to modern history and is to be regretted. However, the combination of four books in one 

volume is wonderful at such a low price and this book is highly recommended for students of 

ancient history 

 

James B. Ronan II 

 

 

 

At Standing Rock and Wounded Knee:  The Journals and Papers of Father Francis M. Craft, 

1888-1890, edited by Thomas W. Foley. The Arthur H. Clark Company:  Norman, OK. Hard 

Cover; 344 pp. $45.00, ISBN 978-0-87062-372-1. 

This book contains the edited hand written journals of Father Francis M. Craft, who was a 

missionary to the Sioux from 1888 to 1890. It was while serving in this position that Father 

Craft observed and noted in his journals some of  the circumstances which lead up to the 

massacre at Wounded Knee Creek in 1890. The book’s editor, Thomas Foley, also wrote a 

2002 biography of Father Craft titled, “Father Francis M. Craft:  Missionary to the Sioux” in 

which he used these journals as primary source material for the book. In the present book 

under review, Father Craft is able to speak to his observations of the times in his own words. 

Father Craft was an interesting observer to say the least. He was an educated man who had 

served as a soldier in the U.S. Civil War and Spanish-American War, as well as in the Franco-

Prussian War and the Cuban War for Independence as a mercenary. He was a surgeon who 

was also a convert to Catholicism. He then became a Jesuit priest who was to minister to 

Indians in the newly established Diocese of Dakota Territory. Craft’s Indian blood allowed 



him to become quickly fluent in native languages and he was at odds with almost everyone 

around him on or off the reservation. His journals and papers are fascinating in that he details 

these interactions as they occurred and he uses a quite literate style of inserting Latin phrases, 

Indian language, and literary quotes to describe what he observes.  

Father Craft was at the Battle of Wounded Knee and he describes in detail what lead up to the 

shooting as well as the sharp short fight that ensued. As a trained soldier, Craft understood 

how the battle progressed and provided two hand drawn maps of the battlefield that are 

reproduced in the book. Craft was in fact caught in the cross fire and was severely wounded 

by both sides in the conflict and was carried from the field. His sworn first hand testimony has 

largely been ignored by historians, but the editor, Thomas Foley, presents this information in 

the last section of the book. Foley does an excellent job of editing and annotating Craft’s 

papers and he is to be commended for putting this missionary’s viewpoint of the Indian 

reservations and the battle before the public.  

The book is an interesting read that gives the reader fresh insight into the situation in the 

Dakotas prior to, and during, the Battle of Wounded Knee. It is also a fascinating first hand 

view of the conditions on Indian reservations during the last quarter of the nineteenth century. 

Foley helps the reader understand the language and actions of Father Craft in his annotations 

and presents the material in a straightforward manner. This book is recommended reading for 

those interested in the Battle of Wounded Knee or the peculiarities of the reservation system 

and U.S. Indian policy at the end of the Indian Wars. 

George T. Wheeler 

 

 

The Marne, 1914, The Opening of World War I and the Battle That Changed the World. 

Holger H. Herwig. Random House, NY. 2009. Hardcover , 391 pages, illus., maps, biblio., 

notes, index. $28.00. ISBN: 978-1-4000-6671-1. 

The collapse of the Soviet Empire in Europe has made allowed scholars to access and analyze 

German records from World War I that were inaccessible in archives in East Germany. Dr. 

Herwig has done this, relating the story the outbreak of the war in north western Europe 

almost day by day. He is able to narrate the events from the German side of the hill and 

revises the events surrounding the German attack on Luxembourg, Belgium and France and 

the role played by the British Expeditionary Force in 1914. He also uses the letters of soldiers 

and journals of the various commanders to show that the huge battles of August and 

September 1914 were indeed blood baths of barely describable horror. 

No leader or soldier comprehended the power of modern weapons in 1914 and both sides 

contributed to the piles of bodies on the battlefields. Despite the horrendous losses, the French 

remained incredibly resilient and never collapsed, the British proved a reluctant ally and the 

Germans dissipated their initial numerical superiority and were not able to achieve their aims. 

Further, Dr. Herwig maintains that what has been viewed as several battles culminating in the 

battle of the Marne was actually a huge conflagration both in terms of battle space and 

casualties. He also contends that the Germans covered up there numerous failings and that 

these efforts have contributed to the various myths regarding the 1914 battles. Germany was 

indeed thwarted in its war aims but the resultant trench warfare lasted four years and the 

resulting defeat of Germany did not prevent its rise again, two decades later. 

Holger H. Herwig is a professor at the University of Calgary and holds a chair in the Center 

for Military Studies. He has written a dozen books and is a renowned scholar. 

This work is extremely well written and will serve as a significant contribution to the 

literature of the Great War as its centennial approaches. 

 

James B. Ronan II 



 

 

 

Sharpshooters (1750-1900) The Men, Their Guns, Their Story by Gary Yee. Sharpshooter 

Press, P. O. Box 27433, San Francisco, CA 94127. 2009. Hardcover; illus., biblio., index. 

$45.00 plus $5.00 postage and packing, US; $16.95 Canada. ISBN: 978-0-9824813-0-1  

There is no shortage of books relating to sharpshooters, snipers and sniping; however, none to 

date is as comprehensive as CMH member Gary Yee’s new work relating to the era of black 

powder sharpshooters.  Readers and researchers approach new works in differing modes 

depending on their personal interests and styles – some will look first at the table of contents, 

others will look at the index for their favorite topic and turn to that section, others will view 

the bibliography to determine the scope and credibility of the author’s research; some readers 

will start reading from the first page of text.  No matter where one may start or search in 

Sharpshooters, and whether the reader’s personal interest is in the weapons, the men, the 

tactics or the uniforms; he or she will find the book to be both interesting and educational.  

Sharpshooters (1750-1900) The Men, Their Guns, Their Story has been sponsored by the 

CMH, which is not an easily achieved accomplishment.  The book is well researched and 

presents its information in a style that can be understood by newcomers to the field and 

appreciated by veteran collectors, shooters, and students of sharpshooting or military history.  

Many books relating to historic arms are written by persons that have little or no hands-on 

experience with the weapons, how they functioned, and their limitations and potential.  Gary 

Yee is one of a limited number of writers with experience in handling and using the firearms 

that he writes about and he presents his findings in a clear manner.  The knowledgeable reader 

will thus not be frustrated by accounts of impossible feats of sharpshooting legerdemain, nor 

will the less experienced reader encounter cryptic jargon or unfathomable technical material.      

While much of the text covers the Civil War sharpshooters, there is plenty of material on the 

early days of black powder marksmanship, and both the Revolutionary War and post-Civil 

War eras are adequately covered.  One chapter covers Marksmanship Afloat and others cover 

sharpshooting in the American West and the Boer War of 1900-1902.  The often-cited, yet 

fictional tale of the “Mile Long Shot” that allegedly killed a Confederate general is included 

to debunk that constantly-recycled myth. 

In 1860, Major-Commandant John Boucher of the South London Rifle Battalion mused that 

when choosing between a muzzle loader and a breech loader “the primary consideration for a 

rifleman” should be “the power of doing the greatest amount of injury with the same quantity 

of ammunition at the greatest possible distance…”  Sharpshooters covers the marksmen and 

their chosen arms and their ability to “do injury” at the greatest possible distance and includes 

many “new” personal accounts that the reader will find refreshing and informational.  There 

are a number of wonderful first person accounts from the Revolutionary and Napoleonic eras 

as well as fresh material relating to later eras, particularly the sharpshooters, arms, tactics and 

engagements of the American Civil War.   

At 836 pages, Sharpshooters is a lengthy book, yet pleasingly so for the reader that 

appreciates rich subject matter.  The cloth binding seems sturdy enough to stand up to those 

readers and researchers that use their reference books frequently as this will surely be a much-

visited book for many.  While comprehensive in the overall coverage of sharpshooting during 

the black powder era and the earliest years of smokeless powder sharpshooting, the book does 

not cover all incidents of sharpshooting in every war of the 18
th

 and 19
th

 centuries and it was 

not intended to do so.  This is a rich history of the rise and acceptance of marksmanship and 

the employment of rifles in specialized roles.  All of the campaigns in the American 

Revolutionary War and the American Civil War are covered as are many engagements of the 

Napoleonic era, the Texas War for Independence, the French actions in Algeria, the Crimean 



War and the Indian Mutiny.  One of the final chapters covers the American West, the Russo-

Turkish War, the Spanish American War and the second Boer War. 

The chapter “Guns of the Sharpshooters” describes most of the rifles mentioned in the book to 

include the early Germanic/Jaeger rifles, the Ferguson, the Pattern 1776 British rifle, the 

Baker, the American Longrifle, the Springfield and Enfield rifle muskets, Enfield and Harpers 

Ferry rifles, the Sharps, Spencer and Henry rifles, the sporting rifles and target rifles and 

telescopes employed by Civil War sharpshooters, and the legendary Whitworth and Kerr 

rifles.  The arms are illustrated with photographs and some line drawings; however, the 

quality of some of the photos does not do justice to Yee’s writing, and the finite details so 

savored by many arms buffs are not visible.  That may well be due to the quality of the photos 

that were supplied to the author.  A piece identified as an Enfield rifle is actually a cut down 

rifle musket, possibly misidentified by the originating photographer.  The few items 

mentioned are trivial when weighed against the rest of this fine book; it was not intended to be 

a picture book.   

This is an excellent book that should be in the library of every student of American Military 

History.  It is an essential work for any student of sharpshooting as well as for the collector or 

shooter of the arms that were used by the sharpshooters of 1750-1900.  Sharpshooters 1750-

1900 will become a classic – it truly is the story of the men and their guns.   

Excerpts from the book and ordering information can be found on the internet at: 

www.sharpshooterpress.com  

 

Bill Adams 

 

 

Bruce Cumings. The Korean War, A History (NY: Random House, 2010); 288 pages. 

Hardcover; maps, illus., notes, biblio. $24.00 ISBN: 978-0-679-64357-9. 

Publication of this book coincides with the 50th anniversary of the invasion of the Republic of 

Korea (ROK) or the southern political entity on the Korean peninsula by the Democratic 

Peoples Republic of Korea (DPRK) the northern political entity on the peninsula. The ROK 

was allied with the United States and forces contributed by the United Nations (UN). The 

DPRK was a satellite of the Soviet Union and received substantial help from the People’s 

Republic of China (PRC). Both Korean combatants sought to reunite the peninsula under their 

respective rule and the struggle was also a contest between liberal democracies and 

communism (in the worst sense of the term). We call it the Korean War (1950-1953). 

Professor Cumings is at his best when describing the stability of Korean culture and its 

ancient well defined boundaries and about the pre-war struggle of the Koreans people to resist 

Japanese colonialism and their collaboration with the Japanese occupiers. Comparing the 

respective strong men of the two segments of the Korean nation is the start of the professor’s 

plunge into revisionism. Professor Cumings treats Syngman Rhee (ROK) as no saint. But 

Professor Cumings treats but Kim Il Sung (DPRK) the same way some Americans regard 

Jesse James or Clyde Barrow. Every American boogey man from Douglas MacArthur to 

George W. Bush (43) appears in the narrative and nowhere does the professor explain where 

all those T-34 tanks and YAK aircraft came from. And how about those Chinese entering the 

war? He does not explain satisfactorily the role of the United States in the world, which he 

blames on the war, Is it an evil imperial plot or merely the result of our collective naiveté? 

And he’s quite hard on the many teething troubles of the ROK but never on the DPRK. He 

lacks the moral courage to say that South Korea is a far better place to live than North Korea 

and along with demilitarization of Germany and Japan the preservation of South Korea is one 

of the great American accomplishments of the twentieth century. 

http://www.sharpshooterpress.com/


The author is the Gustavus F. and Ann M. Swift Distinguished Service Professor and Chair of 

the Department of History at the University of Chicago. He specializes in modern Korean 

history and East Asian-American relations. He is the author of five books on these subjects. 

Readers may gain some insight from Professor Cumings work on Korean culture and politics. 

They will also realize what happened to many of the children of the 60s who were able to 

graduate from college. 

James B. Ronan II 

 

Blake L. Magner. The Civil War Quiz Book: 1600 Questions and Answers to Test Your 

Knowledge of America’s Most Divisive Conflict (Lanham, MD: Taylor Trade Publishing, 

2010); 344 pages, Paperback, illus., biblio, index. $16.95. ISBN: 978-1-58979-517-4 

April 2011 will mark the 150th anniversary of the Bombardment of Fort Sumter and the 

beginning of the Civil War in the United States. Prepare for a flood of books, magazine 

articles, newspaper stories, and oblique references to the conflict that will demonstrate its hold 

on the American psyche and its place in our history. Selection of this predicted publication 

plethora will rest with the purchaser. Issues, events, people, and pageant all determine what 

makes a person select a book on any subject and this work may end up on many bookshelves. 

The CW Quiz Book is divided into chronologic chapters that are further divided into sections 

dealing with personalities, events, battles, events, etc. A question is posed and an answer 

given. Frequently, a reference is given to support the answer but in the preface the author 

says, “this is in no way meant to be a scholarly tome” and, “it is intended to be a fun book” (p. 

xiii). The price seems high to enjoy an advantage in a parlor game or water cooler discussion. 

The Quiz Book is also a lightweight book. In the Miscellaneous Section of 1863 (p.133) the 

Tullahoma Campaign is mentioned as taking place at the same time as the Battle of 

Gettysburg. That is all. No mention of the surrender of Vicksburg or that together these three 

simultaneous events signaled the doom of the Confederacy or why. How did the climatic 

event of Gettysburg become the politically correct “Pickett, Pettigrew, Trimble Assault?” 

Why no index references to the Army of the Cumberland or the Army of the Tennessee? And, 

how the devil did the 3d Infantry become the “Biff Sticks” (p. 178)? 

The author is a Navy veteran and owner of C. W. Historicals, a Civil War Consulting firm.  

Company members should look elsewhere for information on Civil War trivia and are 

reminded that during the Civil War Centennial a paperback book cost 95 cents. 

 

James B. Ronan II 

 

 

William Shepherd. Salamis 480 B.C. The Naval Campaign that Saved Greece (Oxford: 

Osprey, 2010); 96 pages, paperback, illus., maps, biblio., index. $19.95 ISBN: 978-1-84603-

684-2 

Duncan B. Campbell. Mons Graupius AD 83, Rome’s Battle at the Edge of the World 

(Oxford: Osprey, 2010); 96 pages, paperback, illus., maps, biblio., index. $19.95 ISBN: 978-

1-84603-926-3. 

Osprey publications are generally satisfying. They contain many illustrations. Diagrams, and 

maps for clarity, and bibliographies for further research. They also allow the reader to become 

aware of historical events without a huge investment in time and money. They can also make 

it quite plain why ancient events have shaped the world we live in now. These two works are 

entries in Osprey’s Campaign Series.  

Salamis chronicles a naval battle between the city states of Greece and the Persian Empire. 

Techniques of naval construction and tactics are illustrated as are views of what the battle 

may have looked like to those who participated. In short doses like this the virtually 



unpronounceable names and unfamiliar geography of the ancients are easier to understand and 

digest. Perhaps the reader will be tempted to find a copy of Herodotus to view ancient history 

as he saw it. These Osprey works, used as references while reading the ancients, can make 

them more pleasurable and understandable. One may even see that conflict between East and 

West is far older than 9/11. 

The Roman conquest of Britain took over forty years and Mons Graupius details a final major 

battle in the campaign in modern Scotland. But of what import is it to us? Does it matter that 

the Romans finally reached Ultima Thule (to us the Shetland Islands)? Did not the 360 year 

Roman occupation of Britain embed Roman law in English law. Is English law not embedded 

in American law? Roman tenacity in imposing their culture on the Celts of Britain may have a 

lesson for us, too. And, what a good background work when reading Tacitus’s Agricola (the 

Roman commander and his father-in-law). 

William Shepherd studied the classics at Clare College and is the author of the Persian War 

(Cambridge, 1982) and was chief executive of Osprey. Duncan Campbell is a specialist in 

ancient warfare, a regular contributor to Ancient Warfare magazine and re-assessed Roman 

siege craft in writing his PhD. 

These works are highly recommended for those interested in ancient history or the classics. 

 

James B. Ronan II  

 

 

Lt. Col. Robert J. Driver, Jr. USMC  (Ret.)  More Than A Few Good Men (Buena Vista, VA: 

Mariner, 2009). Hardcover; illus., maps, biblio. $49.95 ISBN: 978-0-9841126-3-6. 

When participants in historic events religiously write their loved ones of their experiences 

these works become source material for larger histories. This compendium of “letters to my 

wife” and recollections covers the period 1953-1979 when the author served in the U.S. 

Marine Corps. His rise from private to lieut. colonel is really the chronicle of a by gone era, 

the Corps from the 50s to the 70s. In peace and war, from North Carolina to Viet Nam, as an 

enlisted man and commissioned officer, Lieut. Colonel Driver unabashedly and devotedly 

served his country as an infantry officer. The details in this book provides a record of basic 

training, officer candidate training, and service as a company officer and company 

commander in a time that is as remote from today as World War I was to the reviewer when 

he was a boy. No one is ever going to have these experiences again and authors of the future 

will find this work a gold mine of facts and insights, not only regarding Driver’s experiences 

in Viet Nam, but the constant travel, separation from family and the striving to be ready for 

the unexpected and to be the finest, the best, involved in a military career. Just the glossary of 

archaic military terms and slang makes this volume an excellent source on the era. The 

devotion Mrs. Driver evinced by saving the letters from her husband and his photographs are 

another facet of military life that underlies this book.  

The accounts of Driver’s experiences in peacetime operations and in Viet Nam are straight 

recollections, nothing maudlin or sensational, but the reader can sense his concern for his 

comrades and his subordinates as well as his commitment to his mission and his profession. 

An epilogue highlights the military and civilian experiences of many of the Marines who 

contributed to the book.  

The author is a graduate of Guilford College and the Marine Corps Command and Staff 

College, served under the command of the legendary Lewis B. Puller, and served two tours in 

the Republic of Viet Nam. 

This well written work is highly recommended for students of the United States Marine 

Corps, the War in Viet Nam and the Cold War in the Pacific. 

 



James B. Ronan II 

 

 

 

Robert L. O’Connell. The Ghosts of Cannae, Hannibal and the Darkest Hour of the Roman 

Republic (NY: Random House, 2010). Hardcover; 310 pp., illus., maps, notes, biblio. $27.00. 

ISBN: 978-4000-6702-2. 

Long the desired technique to win a battle, Cannae is either a goal to be attained in war 

fighting or a situation to be avoided in fighting a battle. Carthaginian Hannibal’s victory over 

the Romans in 216 B.C. has captured the imagination of western military thinkers since at 

least the 16th century. While the double envelopment that proved fatal to the Romans is 

widely known, less well known are the political and military factors that preceded and flowed 

from the battle. The Ghosts of Cannae captures the whole military situation during the Second 

Punic War in the Mediterranean Basin and the host of ancient players who struggled for 

mastery of the middle sea. That conflict was only tangentially between two city states. It 

really was a conflict the Spanish based, Carthaginian Barca family versus the Roman 

Republic. And it is a chronicle of Roman refusal to give up and Hannibal’s inability to force 

them to surrender. Replete with heroes and villains, the skillful and the blunderers and 

miscalculations on both sides, the world of the ancient Mediterranean, although complex, is 

made far more interesting. The reader will be stimulated in part because the text is 

interspersed with citations from ancient historiographers to back up the author’s assumptions. 

Regrettably they are all Roman. Apparently the Carthaginians were not writers. And the 

readers admiration for the resilience of the Romans will only increase. 

The author is a career intelligence officer and lecturer at the Naval Post Graduate School. He 

has written four histories and a novel. 

Written in a breezy, anti-scholarly style (there are, for example, many references to 

“pachyderm panzers”) the subject matter is well researched and presented. In the reviewers 

opinion the ultimate victors of the Second Punic War should be and are an example for the 

United States of America This work is highly recommended. 

 

James B. Ronan II 

 

 

Bluejackets:  Uniforms of the United States Navy in the Civil War Period, 1852-1865 by: Ron 

Field, Schiffer Publishing, Ltd., 4880 Lower Valley Road, Atglen, PA  19310. 2009. 

Hard cover; 336 pp., over 300 illus. $79.95. ISBN: 978-0-7643-3375-0. 

Bluejackets is packed with illustrations, including original photographs of groups and 

individual officers and enlisted men, many reproduced full page, providing a broad and varied 

look at the seagoing men, their uniforms and accouterments.  A large number of artifacts are 

also illustrated, including close-ups of many details, which will be of value to students and 

collectors of naval objects. 

This fine array of illustrations is well supported by descriptive text tracing the origins, 

development and use of the various objects comprising the men’s personal and working items.  

Though the period covered is cited as 1852 (date of uniform regulations in general use at the 

war’s beginning) through war’s end in 1865, details of earlier developments are provided to 

establish the less often documented origins for many of the traditional items of naval usage. 

The presentation is supported by an appendix of the uniform regulations and supplemental 

documents governing the numerous changes made by the Navy throughout the war in 

attempts to meet the rapidly changing demands of that vast conflict. 



Bluejackets will be an excellent addition to the library’s of those with particular interest in our 

Navy’s history.  It will also be a very useful reference for anyone whose interests span the 

broader spectrum of the Civil War, providing a closer study of this aspect of that conflict 

often overshadowed by the sweeping events ashore. 

 

John A. Stacey 

 

 

The Landmark Xenophon’s Hellenika. Xenophon. ed. Robert B. Strassler; trans, John 

Maricola. Pantheon Books, New York. 2009. Hardcover,; 672 pp., illus, notes, annotations, 

app. index. $40.00. ISBN: 978-0-375-42255-3. 

The third addition to the Landmark series of classical Greek history, Hellenika concentrates 

on Athens and Sparta and the events transpiring between 411 and 362 B.C. This edition is 

designed to take its place in the series with Herodotus’s History and Thucydides’ 

Peloponnesian War. Diplomacy, politics, and warfare continue the saga of ancient Greece and 

its struggle with the Persians and with itself. The clash of Athens and Sparta and the attendant 

allies and the shifting alliances of the period contrast sharply with our school boy notions of 

the ancient Hellenes. Oligarchic Athens and militaristic Sparta belie the Golden Age and our 

view of Persia is changed by the its use diplomacy instead of armed force. Cyclopean walls 

and huge fleets, well equipped armies, and the huge amounts of money, (in weights - a talent 

equaled about 60 pounds of gold), raised and expended demonstrate the determination of the 

factions in Greece and Greater Greece to resist the “barbarians” and to gain hegemony over 

the Aegean. Hellenika ends the story of Greek versus Persian and precedes the appearance of 

Alexander. 

The author is the famous Xenophon (430?-355? B. C.) of the Anabasis and thirteen other 

classical works. He was a soldier, Athenian exile, and a participant and observer of these 

events. 

The Landmark series are wonderful books, geared to the reader who is not a classicist. They 

are filled with maps, timetables, and explanatory notes and appendices. It is virtually 

impossible not to understand what is going on and where and when these events transpired. 

Even the quixotic explanations of translation and accuracy are interesting and do not hamper 

enjoyment of this classic of Western literature. 

This work is highly recommended. 

 

James B. Ronan II 

 

 

The Search for Pedro’s Story - by Marian L. Martinello & Samuel P. Nesmith, published by 

TCU Press, P.O. Box 298300, Fort Worth, TX 76129. 2006. Softcover; 255 pp., photos, 

source notes. $17.95. ISBN 978-087565-324-2.                          

The author, Marian L. Martinello, has previously published a work entitled The Search for 

Emma’s Story, which focused on life in late nineteenth century Texas. With this new title she 

has chosen to re-create the experience that a trooper of the Presidial Company, that was 

stationed at the frontier outpost of San Antonio de Bejar, with its Mission San Antonio de 

Valero, known today simply as the Alamo, would have seen and taken as the norm during the 

period from 1774 to 1780. Using the Bexar Archives she found rosters for the Presidial 

Company that contained details of this period, one of the names that reappeared through-out 

them was a Perdro Peres, who first appeared as a trooper in 1774, rising to a corporal in 1778 

and later in 1786 as a sergeant. Using this person as the basis for her further research, help 

was on hand for the finer details of military life in Spanish Colonial New Spain from Samuel 



P. Nesmith, who specialises in Texan military history of all periods. The research for this 

book is included within the text, which allows the reader to feel as if they are also there at the 

time of contacting a museum or archive, so one can see how it could be referred to as a 

detective narrative.       

This book must not be looked upon as a non-fiction reference work such as Lancers for the 

King by Sidney B. Brinckerhoff and Odie B. Faulk, but it offers a model for humanities 

detective work, or the study of ordinary people who have lived everyday lives in different 

times and places. As such it is aimed towards the novice humanities researchers and teachers 

who could utilise the research format as a useful method in developing their own knowledge 

of historic periods and people, while being able to bring to life these details in the classroom 

for the greater understanding of the modern youth. Although not being one of the above 

myself, I still found the book interesting and useful in the research sections of the chapters.   

Each of the 8 chapters are sub-divided into three sections. The first section relates to the item 

that the chapter is to be formed around, such as the type of horse that would be used by these 

troops in various outposts, a Spanish Colonial horseshoe and how different to the later 

versions it appeared, and the mission San Antonio de Valero with its social and military 

aspects. The second section narrates the research that went into understanding the various 

prime topic with the inclusion of additional related facts and artifacts, such as a Spanish 

Colonial saddle, a leather shield carried by the presidial soldier on the frontier, or 

contemporary documents held in archives. While with the third section the author allows 

herself the scope to expand these details into a fictional overview that is helpful to picture 

what could be the normal day to day existence or a special day such as a wedding in this 

frontier outpost in Texas. Making Pedro and his companions come to life and lend importance 

to the struggles and joys of the individuals, as such there will be many readers with diverse 

interests that find this book of interest and very readable 

 

Terry D. Hooker 

 

 

The Decline and Fall of the British Empire 1781 – 1997 – by Piers Brendon, published by 

Alfred A. Knoff, 1745 Broadway, New York, NY 10019, published 30 October 2008, 

hardback, 798 pp. 46 photographs / illustrations, notes and sources, $37.50, ISBN 978-0-307-

26829-7. 

The author is a Fellow of Churchill College, being the former Keeper of the Churchill 

Archives Centre; he now lives in Cambridge, England. 

The date given for the start of the decline may not be what most readers would have expected, 

many may have the end of World War I as the beginning of the demise of the British Empire, 

I for one could be counted amongst those. The author starts with the year 1781 when the 

British were defeated at Yorktown, including a note that Benjamin Franklin had helped to 

give the British “empire” its new meaning, that of political and territorial dominion rather 

than that of seaborne commercial mastery, but he also thought that this structure was as 

delicate as a “China Vase”. In the same chapter he relates to Edward Gibbon the author of 

“The History of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire” who had published this third 

volume of his famous work only a few months before the fall of Yorktown, this third volume 

was looked at the time as a comparable with the British Empire of the day, being that it was 

overextended, given to luxury, attacked by barbarians, employed mercenaries and had 

political corruption. In 1783 with William Pitt the Younger becoming Prime Minister, one of 

the problems which befell him was to united the remaining parts of the “shattered empire”, 

and avoid further dismemberment, having lost with the 13 colonies a quarter of its white 

subjects.  It is this change of attitude from the British political structure that the 19
th

 century 



would continue, with it later taking over control from the East India Company and trying to 

control the endeavours of Cecil Rhodes in southern Africa, to name just two subjects. Some 

events could be called the rise and fall of these areas, such as Rhodesia in this book as they all 

happened within the books’ time-frame, while others like Ireland, Canada, India and the West 

Indian Islands can be looked simply from the slow demise from Empire status.  

This is a comprehensive account of the decline and fall of what was once the British Empire 

and as such only a glimmer of data can be included, but that has been well chosen and 

researched to be included, in what must have been a tight page format for the author with so 

much information on hand. He has utilized his sources to create a work of enormous range 

that is based on a mini-series of colonial enterprises using his sense of wit and irony as a tool 

to help illustrate the complexity of colonial life and government, while some of his 

conclusions are original and thought provoking. There are 22 chapters, these cover all the 

various theatres of British Empire from Australia to the West Indies, each should be a book on 

its own so that the reader would have more in-depth information, which this author has shown 

he had at hand if you look at his list of sources. Being restricted as these chapters would 

appear to be, they motivate the reader to more research into the topic of choice, i.e. the Irish 

Famine, Indian Mutiny, the Mau Mau in Kenya, the Boer War etc. etc., maybe that was the 

original concept for the book.   

I believe that this work could be regarded as a very good primer for students of British 

Colonial history as it contains the core data from which the student can then extent their own 

research portfolios for future dissertations . For me it was an easy to read volume that left me 

wanting to read more information on all of the subjects, and with the handy source list at the 

rear of the book I have the means to do just that. 

 

Terry Hooker 

 

 

U.S. Aerial Armament in World War II, The Ultimate Look, Vol. 1, Guns, Ammunition and 

Turrets. William Wolf. Schiffer Military History, Atglen, PA, 2009. Hardcover; 448 pp., 

illus., glossary., biblio., index. $69.99. ISBN: 978-0-7643-3235-7. 

An exhaustive study, this work contains everything you want to know about U.S. aircraft of 

all the services and their machineguns and cannon. Divided into ten parts, U.S. Aerial 

Armament covers not only weapons but fire control, gunnery, and tactics. Also included are 

galleries of aircraft and their capabilities and aces, fighter aces, gunnery aces, and strafing 

aces. The amount of information presented is enormous and makes it easy for a son or 

grandson to appreciate the training, skills, and audacity required of their elders in conquering 

the Axis with these aircraft weapons. Its also apparent how dithering aircraft procurement was 

between WWI and WWII and how improvisation played a major role in arming the aerial 

flotillas of the U.S. Army and Navy. Mr. Wolf has profusely illustrated the book with 

hundreds of photos and diagrams that contribute to understanding how titanic the American 

effort was during the war. 

Technical data abounds also from weights to rates of fire to number and types of rounds 

expended in a particular theater. Contrasts with enemy equipment are provided as is the 

developmental interplay of allied experience. 

William Wolf is an expert on WW II aviation with over thirty-five years experience. He has 

amassed a collection of tens of thousands of pieces of information on the subject in all types 

of media. He is the author of eight works on aircraft and plans on following this work with 

two more volumes on bombs and bombing and air launched weapons. 



This work, a fine example of hard covered, well illustrated technical matter is highly 

recommended as a reference for anyone interested in the air effort of the United States in 

World War II.  

 

James B. Ronan II 

 

 

United States Navy Rating Badges and Marks, 1833 to 2008: A History of our Sailors’ Rate 

and Rating Insignia, by John A. Stacey. By the author, 2880 Smith Point Road, Nanjemoy 

MD 20662. 2008. Comb binding, soft cover; 130 pp., illus., index. $34.95 plus $5.00 postage. 

Company members price, $25.00 plus $5.00 postage. 

Author John A. Stacey, a recognized expert in the field of United States Navy material 

culture, has produced a magisterial compilation of the naval rating badges and marks of the 

U.S. Navy since the year 1833. This work, an updated companion to his U.S. Navy Rating 

Badges, Specialty Marks, and Distinguishing Marks, (now in its twenty-sixth year of print), 

represents the evolution of naval insignia based upon his first work, incorporates new material 

that has come to light during those twenty-six years, and includes changes to the rating 

structure by the Navy during that period. The new and expanded material includes: a detailed 

study of the enlisted insignia of grade before the advent of the rating badge in 1886; period 

photographs and extensive full color illustrations; increased detail on rating badge materials, 

women’s rating badges, rating badges for apprentice Petty officers, and specialty badges of 

the U.S. Coast Guard; expanded information on rating badges worn by sailors serving with 

Marine Corps units, including newly found information; a revised examination of bullion 

eagles on rating badges; rating badges produced for ratings that were never authorized; and a 

table of rating abbreviations and their changes since the Navy standardized abbreviations in 

1918. 

For those with an interest and affection for the naval service, whether sailor or landlubber, this 

extraordinary book is a must for their library. 

 

David M. Sullivan 

 

 

 

Crimean Memories: Artefacts of the Crimean War, by Will Hutchinson, Michael Vice, and B. 

J. Small.  Schiffer Publishing Ltd., 4880 Lower Valley Road, Atglen, PA 19310. 2009. 

Hardcover; 349 pp., color illus., biblio., index. $89.99.  ISBN 978-0-7643-3228-9. 

Book reviews are supposed to adopt an objective tone, but it is difficult to confine one’s 

enthusiasm in dealing with this magnificent treasury of uniforms, weapons, equipment, and 

soldiers’ personal items from the Crimean War.  To say that the team behind this study has 

produced a landmark study seems inadequate.  Anyone interested in the material culture of the 

British Army will embrace this profusely illustrated and handsomely produced volume as a 

grand and glittering gift. 

 Although devoted to the military material culture of the frequently abused and poorly 

led British soldier who strove to capture Sevastopol in 1854 and 1855, Crimean Memories 

originated in the minds of two American friends who live in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania.  Will 

Hutchison is a historian and photographer whose interest in the Crimean War stemmed from 

researching a novel set during that conflict.  Michael Vice is a former chief curator of the 

incomparable Civil War collection at Gettysburg National Military Park Museum.  Following 

an evening bull session at a local bistro, the pair decided to put together a book devoted to 

what the British soldier who fought at the Alama, Balaclava, and Inkerman wore and carried, 



along with the killing tools he wielded in battle and various objects that brought him comfort 

in camp. 

 That decision committed Hutchison and Vice to an odyssey that lasted five years and 

caused them to travel some 1,500 miles, much of it in the United Kingdom.  Along the way, 

they took 2,000 color photographs of nearly 400 artifacts from more than two dozen museum 

and private collections.  As the indomitable pair pursued their quest, they recruited B. J. 

Small, an experienced journalist and editor, to polish the book’s text.  They also prevailed on 

Major Colin Robins, OBE, Royal Artillery (ret.), to write a lucid essay introducing the reader 

to the causes and conduct of the Crimean War.   

 Crimean Memories combines more than 420 museum-quality photographs with 

authoritative, detailed captions.  The result is equally delightful and illuminating, a feast for 

both the eyes and the mind.  Displayed on the book’s large, glossy pages are examples of the 

parade-ground splendor that inspired the painters and engravers who immortalized the war in 

the romantic terms so dear to Victorian sensibilities.  Tucked here and there are specimens 

that illustrate the adaptations troops devised to make life a little more comfortable in the field.  

Most poignant of all are the torn, bloodstained garments that men wore when they were killed 

or maimed by enemy fire.  In addition to British-issue items are the gaudy helmets and other 

Russian objects that Queen Victoria’s troops carried home as trophies.  The book also 

contains a scattering of items belonging to Britain’s allies – France, Sardinia, and Turkey. 

  Crimean Memories provides much better coverage of the British infantry than the 

cavalry or Royal Artillery.  Units that are particularly well represented include the Foot 

Guards, 19
th

 Foot, 23
rd

 Royal Welch Fusiliers, 33
rd

 Foot, and 42
nd

 Royal Highlanders.  This 

lack of balance was determined by the availability of surviving artifacts. 

 If a book should be judged on what it intneds to achieve, then Crimean Memories is an 

outstanding success.  It offers an indispensable reference for students of the military material 

culture of the Crimean War and the British Army in the mid-nineteenth century.  No other 

book on the subject can compare to this one, and it sets a standard that is unlikely to be 

exceeded any time soon. 

 

Gregory J. W. Urwin 

Temple University, Philadelphia, PA 

 

 

 

Firearms in American History by Charles G. Worman. Westholme Publishing, Yardley PA, 

19067. 2007. Hardcover; illus., biblio., index. $39.95. $35.00, autographed by the author (PO 

Box 292624, Kettering OH 45429-0624), to members of the Company of Military Historians. 

ISBN 978-1-59416-044-8.  

This is a substantial work.  The dust jacket subtitles it as “A Guide for Writers, Curators and 

General Readers” and author Charles G. Worman, a CMH Fellow and retired deputy director 

of the National Museum of the US Air Force, adequately covers his objectives.  The book 

should not be confused with Charles W. Sawyer’s classic three volume series of the same 

name.  Where Sawyer used two volumes primarily for long arms (1600-1800 and 1800-1920) 

and one volume for the revolver (1800-1911); Worman has combined all firearms and eras 

into one easily read volume that covers from 1492 up to 1900.              

In any work covering so broad a field, the potential for errors increases as the subject matter 

expands.  This work is refreshing in that Worman’s expertise largely prevented such 

problems.  Nitpickers can find a few errors, although none are fatal to the book’s overall 

appeal or goals.  One example is a misconception of how double set triggers function: 



Worman states that the front trigger “sets the rear one to fire the gun with just a slight touch,” 

but in reality the rear trigger “sets” the front trigger which fires the gun. 

The author does not purport to further educate the expert. The student of a specific era may 

not glean anything new about that era, but he or she will almost certainly pick up interesting 

tidbits concerning other eras.  The text flows smoothly and contains many entertaining 

vignettes of specific weapons, people and events. Worman is clearly in his element when 

describing the arms and events of the post-Civil War era.  The average reader will be 

surprised to learn just how civilized things were in the “wild west” of legend, where 

Tombstone, Arizona in the 1880’s had “…a swimming pool, ice cream parlors, a bowling 

alley, and limited telephone service to nearby mines.”  

This is a general history geared largely to inform writers, not specialists, and the explanations 

of the firearms used by colonists, soldiers, outlaws and Indians provide more than sufficient 

information for a writer to understand and describe the firearms and accessories that were 

used in a particular era.  The chapters are: From Matchlock to Flintlock, the Era of 

Colonization (1500-1775); Military Arms from the American Revolution to the 1820s; The 

Percussion Era and Advancing Technology (1805-1866); A Very Uncivil War (1861-65); 

Post-Civil War Military Arms (1866-1900); Post-Civil War Civilian Arms (1866-1900); and 

Indian Guns.  There is a helpful listing of museums and historical societies with collections of 

antique firearms and a useful chronology of arms-related events from 1492-1900.    

The book is printed on slick paper and profusely illustrated, yet most of the photos lack 

clarity.  The text deserves better photos.  A somewhat confusing feature is that the photo 

reference number at the end of a paragraph may refer to a photo that relates to something 

mentioned much earlier in the paragraph, or may refer to a photo that does not seem to be 

relevant.  For example, a paragraph dealing primarily with .45-70 carbines and ammunition 

concludes with the mention of the butt trap in the .45-70 carbine containing “a three-piece 

jointed steel cleaning rod and a broken shell extractor tool (Figure 185),” yet Figure 185 

shows an officer’s model .45-70 and a custom carrying case.  

Writers of historical fiction as well as writers of non-fiction historical material can benefit 

greatly from this book.  Collectors and curators that specialize in specific arms and eras can 

learn about the arms technologies and the arms of other eras.  It is a very good one-volume 

reference covering firearms in American history until 1900 and worth adding to your 

reference library.    

 

 

 

  


